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the cove cares
By Wendy Oliver, Program Director, VoLo Foundation

Photo’s provided by VoLo Foundation

VOLO FOUNDATION
An Endur ing Legac y  

With  Loca l  and Global  I mpac t

VoLo Foundation is named from the combined last names 
of Admirals Cove residents David S. Vogel and Thais Lopez 
Vogel.  The couple started VoLo in 2014 with the belief that 
because they could help others, they should.  They also share a 
passion for developing and sharing knowledge through facts and 
data as an impetus for positive change.  “Our six kids inspire us 
to work towards achieving a healthier, more educated, and sus-
tainable future,” says Thais, who is an attorney and manages the 
day-to-day efforts of the family’s private foundation.  
 
What started with personal giving to humanitarian efforts like 
Coalition for the Homeless has grown to worldwide impact with 
grantmaking to organizations like Save the Children, Best Buddies, 
World Wildlife Fund, and Ocean Conservancy.   The less known 
nonprofits this organization supports are doing great work too, like 
Project-Alianza, which bears VoLo’s name on a school located in 
Nicaragua that educates kids on coffee farms, or Lelt, a nonprofit 
that benefited from VoLo’s enthusiasm to support a computer lab 
for youth in Ethiopia.  No geographic boundary exists for VoLo’s 
mission so long as it focuses on accelerating science-based climate 
solutions, enhancing education, and improving health.  VoLo 
Foundation has advanced the efforts of nearly 100 nonprofits 
through their annual program partnerships and grantmaking 
efforts.  “A key to our success is finding 
the best organizations to support who 
are leading the charge in their area of 
expertise and then building mutually 
beneficial relationships to meet our 
shared goals,” says Thais.
 
Although VoLo Foundation is built on 
the heart and strengths of its founders/
trustees, the Vogels have assembled a 
professional team to activate change 
and grow impact. “If we can help a 
nonprofit who is creating a positive 
effect, we’ll have accomplished some-
thing worthwhile,” says VoLo Program 
Director Wendy Oliver.  
 
With an office in South Florida, VoLo’s 
team members are proud of their 
global and community impact.  A fun 

fact is that each person who works for the foundation is passionate 
about their pet(s). This leads to an effort and respect for organiza-
tions that save the lives of animals needing care and a home.  VoLo 
and its earth logo are featured in the recently painted mural at 
Furry Friends in Jupiter, Florida.  Some of the other local nonprof-
its considered “program partners” are Place of Hope, South Florida 
Science Center, UnLIMBited Foundation at The Paley Institute, 
Friends of MacArthur Beach State Park, The Lord’s Place, and pro-
grams through The Nature Conservancy Blowing Rocks Preserve.
 
The Vogels’ interest in data and climate propelled the organi-
zation to fund JUST Capital’s creation of a data center ranking 
large American companies by their regional environmental 
health footprints.  When asked about being named on the list of 
‘The 100 Most Influential Latinos Committed to Climate Action, 
Thais has this to say, “This recognition inspires me to continue 
working to educate communities and empower them to take 
action to mitigate the threat we are facing. Climate Change is 
no longer a remote possibility; it is happening right now.” VoLo 
works every day to increase awareness about the danger of our 
actions and the urgent need to work for the climate.  “Being 
aware of the effects of climate change, we know it is not “if” 
a crisis will hit but “when,” adds Thais.   This knowledge 

propelled VoLo Foundation to step 
up giving to worthy organizations 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

For years, VoLo’s support to orga-
nizations like American Red Cross 
has proved worthy, especially with 
recent catastrophic wildfires, hurri-
canes, and most recently, the deadly 
Surfside building collapse.  It is easy 
to see we are moving towards a world 
where businesses, governments, 
nonprofits, and academia are rushing 
to find ways to solve environmental 
problems by using interconnections 
between the financial system and 
nature. “By scientifically interpret-
ing relationships in data 
and explaining it to 
non-scientists 
positions VoLo 
to empower 
people through 
knowledge,” 
says David S. 
Vogel, a data 
scientist who is 
founder and CEO 
of Jupiter based 
Voloridge Investment 
Management, “We believe 
this helps others be part of the solu-
tion(s) albeit protecting the environ-
ment, people’s health or potentially 
even their own lives.   We want to 
make a positive impact in the world.”
 

In addition to grantmaking, VoLo 
Foundation’s popular social media 
posts are liked, shared, and sub-
scribed by thousands of peo-
ple.  Climate Correction Podcast on 
Spotify is ranked #1 in its category. 
VoLo Climate News is emailed to 
hundreds of subscribers at no charge 
and includes the latest in climate 
research, solutions, economy, and 
health.  If that were not enough, 
VoLo hosts a Climate Correction 
Conference, an annual event that 
has gained worldwide momen-
tum.  Florida Climate Week events 
by VoLo, unite state, local, and city 
government with guests and speakers 

who engage in solutions our 
changing climate is having 

on the Sunshine State.
 

Recently the small 
team of seven 
full-time employ-
ees was expanded 
to hire health 

and data experts.   
Fulfilling the mis-

sion to improve health 
is reflected in grants to 

organizations like Moffit Cancer 
Center and Harvard University’s 
Medical School.  “We believe 
advances in aging research will lead 
to many other medical advances, 
including prevention of cancer, heart 

disease, cognitive decline, and other age-related 
ailments,” says David S. Vogel.  
 
The foundation’s research and educational grants 
are intentional and partnership-oriented.  VoLo’s 
grantees driving impact in these areas include, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, University 
of California Irvine, University of Central Florida, 
and Ohio State University.  Enhancing education 
is a crucial motivator for VoLo Vista, an annual 
scholarship award that went to a team of gradu-
ate students at Florida International University 
this year.  The scholar recipient winners were 
selected by VoLo Foundation’s team.  Enhancing 
their partnership with the Everglades Foundation, 
a VoLo Fellow Scholarship was created to award 
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For over 30 years, Dr. Smith has been taking 
care of the residents of Admirals Cove and 
the surrounding club communities. Whether 

you would like to maintain healthy, functional 
teeth or need a full-mouth rehab, he will 

always listen to your concerns and design 
a treatment plan specifically for you.

Our Services Include:
Comprehensive exams with 

an appropriate plan for the future
• Crowns & Veneers • Dental Implants

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Full Mouth Rehabilitation
• Preventive Treatment • Emergency Dental Care 

• Second Opinions

561-694-9000
www.junobeachdental.com

info@adcsf.com
13901 US Hwy 1, Suite 9, Juno Beach 33408

“One of the ‘11 Top-Rated Charities That Changed the
World in 2014’” – Huffington Post

“2014 Nonprofit of the Year” – Northern Palm Beach
Chamber of Commerce

“2020 Nonprofit of the Year” – Hobe Sound
Chamber of Commerce 

Celebrating 20 years
of changing lives!

2021 RANKED #1
IN THE NATION
FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT, SHELTER AND
CRISIS SERVICES BY CHARITY NAVIGATOR

an environmental research student.   
“Through awareness we strive to 
empower individuals to take action 
for the future of our planet. We each 
have an important part to play in 
bringing about positive change.”  
Says Stephanie McLemore, 
Marketing Communications 
Specialist at VoLo Foundation.
 
Laughter and joy in creating a pos-
itive impact unite the staff at VoLo 

Foundation.   Each member will say they share their efforts of hard work and passion for 
accelerating change.  They are part of the solution, responsible human beings who strive to 
make this world a better place.

Great Insurance rates for your
Home, Auto , Boat & Business Insurance !

  ….. “Insurance by Floridians for Floridians”……

 561-658-4077
Toll-Free 888-498-2532

jupitergreatfla@greatfl.net
 

 

Michelle Silvester 
Owner / Agent

Michelle@GreatFl.net
jupiter.greatflorida.com

Great rates,

Great Service,

Great Florida
Insurance

Palm Beach Gardens

Jupiter O�ce is 

OPEN

JUPITER GARDENS 
PROFESSIONAL PLAZA

just south of Indiantown Rd 
on Central Blvd. 

250 S Central Blvd Ste 201 
Jupiter 33458




